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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 12/22/08, the following is a final office action. 
Claims 1-4 have been amended. Claims 1-5 are pending in this application, have been 
examined on the merits, and are rejected as follows. The previous rejection has been 
adjusted to reflect claim amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson et al (US 4,773,020), and further in view of Keech (US 20020029342 A1 ) 

As per claim 1 , Anderson et al discloses: 
a) providing at least one parking terminal equipped with payment means, (fig 1 , shows 
parking system for parking bikes with coin slots 9, 1 0 and 1 1 ); 

c) in the event of a release request from a user, entering the identifier of said 
immobilizing device, entered by said user, at said parking terminal, (col. 4, lines 13-15, , 
When the relevant person wishes to pick up his bicycle he simply presses a code into 
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keyset [of central processing unit where a control unit resides, in this case the central 
processing unit represents the parking terminal and the control unit represents the 
server]); 

d) at the parking terminal, setting up a session for payment of the amount 
corresponding to releasing the vehicle immobilizing device by means of the payment 
means, and communicating the identifier of said immobilizing device entered at said 
parking terminal to the server after validation of the payment session, (col. 3, lines 48- 
63, introduction of coins are utilized for controlling the initiation of the purchase of time 
[parking time] and col 6, lines 20-26, the display indicates the additional payment 
required once the initial parking period has been exceeded, said control unit thereby 
validating the originally generated secret unlocking code which may be utilized once [for 
unlocking bike] when said additional payment has been received by said payment 
receiving means, this passage represents the fact that payment can be made after the 
bike has been locked and that a session for payment is actually set up for the amount 
corresponding to releasing the vehicle since additional payment is necessary to release 
an unlocked bike); 

e) at the server, receiving the identifier entered at said parking terminal and in response 
delivering the associated release code to the terminal, (col 6, lines 20-26, said control 
unit thereby validating the originally generated secret unlocking code ); 
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f) at the terminal, receiving the release code delivered from the server to supply 
it to the user , allowing them to release said externally applied immobilizing device, col 
6, lines 20-26, (secret unlocking code which may be utilized once [for person to unlock 
bike, in this case, it is inherent that this code is supplied to the user if the code may be 
utilized once for unlocking the bike, which is a function to be carried out by the bike 
user); 

Anderson et al does not specifically disclose the following, however, does disclose a 
control unit representing the server as described above, however, Keech discloses that 
an ID # or code is entered and is correlated with a central computer with an appropriate 
hash code and if there is a match, the electronic lock is unlocked. It is therefore 
obvious to combine the teachings of Anderson et al and Keech to provide a server 
having a database connected to the parking terminal and containing a list of pairs of 
data items each formed of an identifier assigned to an externally applied immobilizing 
device and an associated release code. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to provide a server having a database connected to the parking 
terminal and containing a list of pairs of data items each formed of an identifier assigned 
to an externally applied immobilizing device and an associated release code with the 
motivation of releasing a locked vehicle upon appropriate verification. 
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As per claim 2, Anderson et al discloses: 

- a parking terminal having payment means, (fig 1, shows parking system for parking 
bikes with coin slots 9, 1 0 and 1 1 ); and 

- in that in the event of a release request from a user, the parking terminal is adapted to 
set up a session for payment of the amount corresponding to releasing the vehicle 
immobilizing device by means of said payment means and to communicate to the 
server the identifier, entered by the user, of the immobilizing device to be released after 
validation of the payment session, while the server is adapted to receive the identifier 
entered at said parking terminal and to deliver in response thereto the associated 
release code to the terminal, in order to allow the user to release the externally applied 
immobilizing device concerned, (col. 3, lines 48-63, introduction of coins are utilized for 
controlling the initiation of the purchase of time [parking time] and col 6, lines 20-26, the 
display indicates the additional payment required once the initial parking period has 
been exceeded, said control unit thereby validating the originally generated secret 
unlocking code which may be utilized once [for unlocking bike] when said additional 
payment has been received by said payment receiving means, this passage represents 
the fact that payment can be made after the bike has been locked and that a session for 
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payment is actually set up for the amount corresponding to releasing the vehicle since 
additional payment is necessary to release an unlocked bike); 

Anderson et al does not specifically disclose the following, however, does disclose a 
control unit representing the server as described above, however, Keech discloses that 
an ID # or code is entered and is correlated with a central computer with an appropriate 
hash code and if there is a match, the electronic lock is unlocked. It is therefore 
obvious to combine the teachings of Anderson et al and Keech to provide a server 
having a database connected to the parking terminal and containing a list of pairs of 
data items each formed of an identifier assigned to an immobilizing device and an 
associated release code. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to provide a server having a database connected to the parking 
terminal and containing a list of pairs of data items each formed of an identifier assigned 
to an immobilizing device and an associated release code with the motivation of having 
means to process the release of a locked vehicle upon appropriate verification. 

As per claim 3, Anderson et al discloses: 
further comprising payment means adapted to process payment means from the group 
comprising coins, a bank card, an electronic wallet, a mobile telephone, (fig 1, shows 
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As per claim 4, Anderson et al does not specifically disclose the following, 
however Anderson et al does disclose a receipt containing the secret unlock code in 
which the user enters for unlocking the bike as shown in col. 4, lines 7-28. 

However, Keech discloses that keypads are incorporated into the system for allowing 
communication with the central computer in [0031]. It is therefore obvious to combine 
the teachings of Anderson et al and Keech to disclose entering an identifier from the 
group comprising a keypad and/or a screen, a bar code reader, a ticket reader of the 
contact or contactless type, a transceiver adapted to set up a call to a mobile telephone. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to enter an identifier from the group comprising a keypad and/or a 
screen, a bar code reader, a ticket reader of the contact or contactless type, a 
transceiver adapted to set up a call to a mobile telephone with the motivation of 
providing means to the user for communicating with the system. 

As per claim 5, Anderson et al discloses: 
further comprising a means adapted to deliver the release code on a printed receipt or 
stored on a ticket of the contact or contactless type that the immobilizing device 
concerned is able to read, (col. 4, lines 7-28, receipt containing code). 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
•Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system, Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

A. R. B. 

March 9, 2009 



/Akiba K Robinson-Boyce/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



